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with the storm close behind us, its force mobilised and trying
once for all if it could not, by a tremendous effort, drive us
from the air and sweep us off die face of creation. It very
nearly succeeded; only the skill of the pilot saved us.
"I peered over the side of the cockpit; it was clear enough
to make out the Agra aerodrome, and then I found myself
touching earth and the 'plane gliding towards a walled enclosure.
It pulled up; Mac and I leapt out and by a tremendous effort
pushed it into safety under die lee of the protecting wall. Not
a moment too soon; the storm was at our heels, it had now
reached the wildest pitch of intensity and we felt as though
both the 'plane and ourselves might be worsted if the struggle
went on much longer.
"It galvanised us into even greater activity; we carried huge
stones as though they were so many apples, anchoring them
to the machine with rope that the resourceful Mac produced
from apparently nowhere. We held on to the wings, for by
now the fury of wind and dust had closed in upon us, we
clung to the 'plane resisting all attempts to force it from our
hands and deliver it over to this devil's guild.
"Gradually the cyclone passed, the deafening notes that
sounded to us like the voice of Gehenna gave way to the
hissing and bubbling that marks the rearguard of such an
encounter, until all became comparatively quiet and resumed its
normal composure.
"We stayed the night in Agra, leaving again the next morn-
ing in a glowing light, an atmosphere of calm beatitude, with-
out the faintest indication of the scenes that had been enacted
the previous day.
"A glorious run ensued to Jodhpur, and it was good to land
on the magnificent aerodrome constructed by the Maharaja of
Jodhpur, who is himself a pilot of distinction and the greatest
of India's air protagonists. We found Fellowes and his wife
there, he having circumvented the storm on die previous day.
"We were amongst the Rathors, the ruling clan of Jodhpur,
a house of ancient lineage even for Rajputana, for their pedigree
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